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extensive development ; get the upper hand; sleeping late; nanotechnology; copyright
theft; lose one’ s shirt; pull one’ s leg; international trade dispute; all-in—one ticket;
Group 20; win—win cooperation; paternity test; junk email; opinion poll
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It seems to me there are two aspects to women. There is the demure and the dauntless.
Men have loved to dwell, in fiction at least, on the demure maiden whose inevitable reply
is: Oh, yes, if you please, kind sir! The demure maiden, the demure spounse, the demure
mother—this is still the ideal. A few maidens, mistresses and mothers are demure. A few
pretend to be. But the vast majority is not. And they don’ t pretend to be. We don’ t expect
a girl skilfully driving her car to be demure, we expect her to be dauntless. What good
would demure and maidenly Members of Parliament be, inevitably responding: Oh, yes, if
you please, kind sir! — Though of course there are masculine members of that kidney.
—And a demure telephone girl? Or even a demure stenographer? Demureness, to be sure, is
outwardly becoming, it is an outward mark of femininity, like bobbed hair. But it goes

with inward dauntlessness
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