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Part One Writing (100)

Task 1: Summary Wntmg (40)
Directions: -

Study the folIowmg passage and summanze its contents wuhm
200 words. Nofe that you must not copy complete sentences
directly from the original passage (which is plaglans%xé, and would

caise deductwn of your scores). Yo

Women and Pohteness

© e Fmally, cne stereotype of women’s Speech is that it is more pohte than
" men’s. Studies at least since- Lakoff (1975) have made this.claim, but is
it true? Lakoff ( 1975) mentions a number of hngmsnc features which
she believes is associated with women’s greater politeness. One of
. these is tag questions, in which the subject and verb of the preceding -
;statement is repeated in & question of typically reversed polarity, such
“as Bill took Luke to the party last night, didnt he? or. Louise and
Lucille didn't leave togéther lust night, did they? Lakoff cIalms that
-female speakers tend t6 make use of tag questlons as a consequence of -
. “their reluctance to make direct assertions, to avmd | potential.conflicts
with dddressees, a type of " negative pohteness in Brown and .
Levinson’s (1987) terms. Tag questions have come under intensive
study since Lakoff, and most of this work contradicts her claim of a
gender asymmetry in their use -(Dubois and Crouch 1975). An
especially mterestmg study was done by Holmes (1984). She ar; es
first of all, that tag questions serve two types of functions: fiodal ta
which -request information’ from an addressee or indicate that the
' addressee: confirms the truth of a statement (Luke and Bill went to the
party, didn' they?) and-affective taps, which display the speaker’s
~.concern for the addressee (¥ou didn t go there, did you?). Affective
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tags are. themselves of two types: £ﬁ;®vh1ch mitigate a request or
criticism (@ga\u'\‘r{e politeness) (Wash the car for me, would you, son?)
and facxhtatwe, hich demonstrate the speaker’s desire to continue the
conversatlon (positive politeness) (still at the same old job, are you?).

When tag are classified according.to function, Holmes found a clear
- gender ender asymmeiry in their usage, a large majority of male speakers’

' tag questions are\rl@ga_] (61 percent), but most of women’s tag
questions are affective (65 percent), especially, faclLa v&(59 percent).
‘This shows that men typically use tag questtons to gain or confirm
mformahon, while women use them to develop and encourage .
conversation. Interpreted in a “two cultures” framework,. it may be |
taken to mean that men use tag questions to get information that may

. be valuable in relative status competitions, while women use them to
establish connections. What this would mean about the relative
politeness of men’s and women’s speech is, however, not obvious, but -
for a very inte resting study, see Brown (1980). Further, cases like Java

-demonstrate the difficulty of any direct link between gender and
relative pohteness for in this 5001ety men are linguistically miore polite
than women, as men compete in the .more artful use of the highly
deferenual polite speech levels to enhance their own status. A case like
this poses new problems: is using highly polite linguistic forms to gain
one up on one’s addressee really being deferential and “polite™?
“Ultimately what is the relationship ‘between linguistic reflexes of
politeness and politeness in a wider. sense? These are qu&ctlons that

" demand ariswers before any real progress on the relanonshlp between a
gendcr and | politeness can be made.

From William A Fo[ey (1997), Anthmpologzcal ngutstlcs Adn
Introductton
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" Task 2: Essay Writing (60)
Directions:
The latest issued ratio between.baby gids and baby boys it China:
is 1000 120, What is the implication of this statistical fact to the
Chm%se sol%\ﬁy aud particularly young people of marr;age aée‘?

‘Produce an essay in no less than 300 words, in which you should -
* present and justify your azswer to this question. Your ess:iy'will be
- evalnated on its content (reasoning vigor, and evidences’ quality of
heing specific and relevant) and its expression (reader friendly
. organization and paragraphmg, clanty and- accuracy of the - '
language} .
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Part 2 Translation (50)

Task 1: Translate the underlined part of the foillowing passage into
Chinese (25).

Random ThOughts
John Boynton Priestley -

This matter of other people's learning and accompllshments has
been worrying me for some time. I never read the ]er of any important
person wuhout dlscovenng that he knew more and could do more than ‘
I conld ever hope to know or to do in half a dozen hfetunes To begin . -
wnh, unless these people chance to be obvious mvahds like Stevenson
or Tchehov, they are always- tremendous athletes, w1tb swprising
strength, powers of endurance, and so forth. They could all walk and

‘rm and chmb our heads oﬁ even when they were seventy Then they
a]] have the gift of tongues You never catch a ghmpse of them sitting
down to leam a new language, ot - even mnnmg an gye over its

- uregular verbs, yet it is adrmtted that they- speak any number Wlth an

;-astonnshlng ﬂuency and punty -of acc'ent They never conﬁne o

T themselVes to one scxence but are mevrtably masters of several The '

big book of Nature they’ know by heart. Only the other day I was
‘. reading an account of a great novehst a most sophrsucated and subtle
person, and was told that he knew the name and habits and history of
every wild flower and plant and tree and bird in the country. Nor is "%~ ¥
' that all There is not one of these blg-w1gs who- is. not (I quote the
customary phrases) a sensitive’ and accomphshed muslc1an, Or an

extraordinarily fine amateur water—colounst, or the possessor of a
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mégniﬁcent prose style. We are always told that, had circumstance

been different, their talents were such that thcy need only havé given .

their senous attention to one or other of these arts to have procured for

' themselves lasting and perhaps. world-wide reputatlons So runs the

iegend of the euloists

'\ .
I am bafﬂect. How is it done? I ask the qucstmn again, mvy voice

" mses fo a scream of envy and vexatmn,:Consxder what is involved in
h

B o
o1l the piang, as vg .and [ do fakin the left- hand

“ajésa es as we bo alon orto dau

wuw 3\%@@ - ?P.L%ﬁf
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Task 2: Translate the underlined pax t of the following passage mto
Enghsh (25).
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